Apoptosis as a therapeutic target for the treatment of lung disease.
It has been speculated that the destruction of lung tissue, associated with several acute and chronic diseases, is in part mediated through apoptosis or programmed cell death. Thus, it has been shown that both increased endothelial/epithelial cell apoptosis and decreased cell death of inflammatory cells are associated with acute lung injury/acute respiratory distress syndrome, chronic obstructive pulmonary disease, asthma and pulmonary fibrosis. In the light of these observations, it might be possible to use apoptosis modulation as a novel therapeutic approach to the treatment of lung disease.